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Abstract:

The present contribution, where we tried to talk about the social
nstitutions of Foucault, occupies a prominent place within
postmodern philosophy. In most of his writings, Foucault talks
about the role of the prison and mental asylum institutions in
making a person the way he 1s. This is because Foucault gives a
different concept of power, as it not only suppresses, commands,

and ends, but also contributes for making persons, by taking care
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of lite, health, population growth, and the relationships of
persons. And this what Foucault calls :the vital authority, as he
showed, through his archeological method, the historical
transition from an authority that glorifies death to an authority

that cares about lite.

Foucault's philosophy is the philosophy of caring for the daily by
digging into the folds of reality with all its confusions and
marginalities to reach its core and try to dismantle it, and his
curious of the historical facts was in order to question the modern
and contemporary society with its knowledge, powers,
components and institutions. So that philosophy -according to

him- is a diagnosis of the present with all its representations

In this work, we do not deal with Michel Foucault's philosophy
as a whole. However, it is not a systematic philosophy, Foucault
did not establish what might be called a philosophical doctrine.
Rather, his philosophical practice was pure criticism and cultural
analysis. In this work, we tried to address Foucault's thought in
the field of social power institutions. These institutions—the
prison, the mental institution, the two practices and the family, as
well as the per capita production according to each institution,

and also the relations of the self with power, truth and discourse.

Keywords: institution, society, individual, insanity, punishment,

discourse, truth.
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