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" Horkheimer Max, Eclipse de la raison, Suivit de Raison, Conservation de
soi, Opcit, p 15. ( )

2 Horkheimer M., Adorno (T H, W), Le discours philosophique de la
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? Horkheimer M., Théorie traditionnelle et théorie critique, Trad. Maillard
C. et Muller S., Gallimard, Paris, 1974, p 74. ( )

3 Horkheimer Max, Eclipse de la raison, Suivit de Raison, Conservation de
soi, Trad. Jacques Debousey et Laizé J., Editions Payot, Paris, 1974, p 144.
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Summary :

When the ordinary man is asked to explain what is meant by the reason, his
reaction is almost always one of hesitation and embarrassment and it would be a
mistake to interpret this as indicating wisdom too deep or thought too abstruse to
be put into words.

There is a fundamental difference between this theory. According to which
reason is a principle inherent in reality, and the doctrine that reason is a subjective
faculty of the mind. Then, according to the latter, the subject alone can genuinely
have reason if we say that an institution or any other reality is reasonable .we
usually mean that means have organized it reasonably.

... that they have applied to it in a more or less technical way, their logical
and calculative capacity. Ultimately subjective reason proves to be the ability to
calculate probabilities and thereby to co-ordinate the right means with a given end.

Philosophy today must face the question whether thought can remain master
of itself in this dilemma and thus prepare its theoretical resolution or whether, it is
to content itself with playing the part of empty methodology deluded apologetic, or
a guaranteed prescription like "Huxley s" newest popular mysticism Which fits, as
well, in the brave new world, as any ready-made ideology.

Today there is almost general agreement that society has lost nothing by the
decline of knowledge has taken its place. Namely, Modern scientific thinker is
often said that all the problems that philosophy has tried to solve are either
meaningless or can be solved by modern experimental methods.

Today there is a general tendency to revive past theories of objective reason
in order to give some philosophical foundation to the rapidly disintegrating
hierarchy of generally accepted values.

The social function of these revivals of systems of objectivist “philosophy,
religion, or superstitions” is to reconcile individual thinking to modern forms of
mass manipulation in this respect the effects of the revival of heathen mythology in
Germany.

This identity of “goodness, perfection, power and reality” is inherent in
traditional European philosophy and it always the philosophy of groups that held or
strove for power.

One difference between scientific and unscientific statements, The validity
of the latter as he says that it is decided by personal feelings while that of scientific
judgments is established by methods of public verification open to all who submit
themselves.
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Hook says that his philosophy does rule out on a priori grounds the existence
of supernatural entities and forces. So that, if we take this admission seriously, we
expect under certain circumstances the resurrection of exactly the same entities or
rather spirits, whose exorcism is the core of scientific thinking as a whole and
positivism would have to consent to such a relapse into mythology.

Empiricism abolishes the principles by which science and empiricism itself
could possibly be justified observation in itself is not a principle, but a pattern of
behavior. A modus proceeded which at any time may lead to its own abolition. If at
any time science should change its methods and if observation as it is practiced
today were no longer observable, it shed the light to modify the philosophical
principle of observation and revise philosophy accordingly.

At one time humanism dreamed of uniting humanity by giving it a common
understanding of its destination. It thought that it could bring about a good society
by theoretical criticism of practice which would then shift over to political activity
and this seems to have been an illusion.

If reason is declared incapable of determining the ultimate aims of life and
must content reducing everything it encounters to a mere tool, its sole remaining
goal is simply the perpetuation of its coordinating activity. This activity was once
ascribed to the autonomous “subject”; however, the process of subjectivity has
affected all philosophical catalogued that it has not related and preserved then in a
better structured unity of thought.

One factor in civilization might be described as the gradual replacement of
natural selection by rational action survival or, let us say, success —depends upon
the adaptability of the individual to the pressures that society brings to bear on him
.to survive, man transforms himself into an apparatus that responds at every
moment with just the appropriate reaction to the baffling and difficult situations
that make up his life.

In traditional theology and metaphysics, the natural was largely conceived as
the evil, and the spiritual or supernatural as the good. In popular Darwinism, the
subjective reason in the form of enlightenment has dissolved the philosophical
basis of beliefs that have been an essential part of western culture; it has been able
to do so because this basis proved to be too weak.

The crisis of reason is manifested in the crisis of the individual, as whose
agency it has developed. The illusion that traditional philosophy has cherished
about the individual and about reason of “the illusion of their eternity” is being
dispelled.

The story of the individual, even in ancient Greece, which not only created
the concept of individuality but set the patterns for western culture, is still largely
unwritten .the model of the emerging individual is the Greek hero, daring and self —
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reliant, he triumphs in the struggle for survival and emancipates himself from
tradition as well as from the tribe.

The real individuals of our time are martyrs who have gone through infernos
of suffering and degradation in their resistance to conquest and oppression, not the
inflated personalities of popular culture, the conventional dignitaries.

The formalization of reason leads to a paradoxical cultural situation .on the
one hand, the destructive antagonism of self and nature, an antagonism epitomizing
the history of our civilization , reaches its peak in this era we have seen how the
totalitarian attempt to subdue nature reduced the ego, the human subject, to a mere
tool repression.

Faith in philosophy means the refusal to permit fear to stunt in any way one s
capacity to think. Until recently in western history, society lacked sufficient
cultural and technological resources for forging an understanding between
individuals, groups, and nations. Today the material conditions exist. What lacking
are men who understand that they themselves are the subjects or the functionaries
of their own oppression.

Philosophical theory itself cannot it about that either barbarizing tendency or
the humanistic outlook should prevail in the future. However, by doing justice to
those images and ideas that at given times dominated reality in the role of
absolutes...e.g. the idea of the individual as it dominated the bourgeois era —and
that have been relegated in the course of history...

Philosophy can function as a corrective of history, so to speak. Thus
ideological stages of the past would not be equated simply with stupidity and fraud
—the verdict brought against medieval thought by the philosophy of the French
Enlightenment. Sociological and psychological explanation of earlier beliefs would
be distinct of the power they had in their contemporary setting.

Key Words: Reason - History - Philosophical theory - Totalitarian -

Technological resources - The real individuals - Paradoxical cultural - The material
conditions - The crisis of reason - Mythology.
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