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StudySummary:

The currentresearchaims to study the self-image of the fosterchildwho has
experiencedbothfoster care and abandonment. Therefore, weattempted to examine the
problematic nature of our topic through a fieldstudythatfocused on investigating the
consequences of the abandonment of the fosterchild by the fosterfamily on their self-
image. Weposed the followingprimary question: What type of self-image characterizes the
fosterchildwho has experiencedbothfoster care and abandonment? The subsidiary questions
were: How does the fosterchildviewthemselvesafter the failedfosterexperience and
returning to the center? Whatis the nature of the psychologicalexperience of the

fosterchild?

Accordingly, and based on observing reality and variousreadings on the subject,
weformulatedhypotheses and tentative answers to the research questions as follows: The
type of self-image characteristic of the fosterchildwho has experiencedbothfoster care and
abandonmentis a negative self-image. The subsidiaryhypotheses are: the fosterchild’sview
of themselvesafter the failedfosterexperienceisnegative, and the fosterchildmaysufferfrom
a difficultpsychologicalexperience and poor adaptation to living conditions. To
verifythesehypotheses, wefollowed the clinicalapproachsuitable for thisstudyusing the
followingtools: observation, semi-directed interview, the Children’s Apperception Test
(CAT), and the Draw-A-Person Test. Two cases wereselectedpurposefullyfrom the Oran
Child Welfare Center, agedbetween 9 and 11 years. The studyresultsconfirmed the validity
of the formulatedhypotheses.

**Keywords: ** self-image, fosterchildhood, foster care.
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