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Abstract:

This study aimed to detect and diagnose the levels of emotional, behavioral, and
relational difficulties among primary school students, and to verify the psychometric properties
of the Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ) in the local environment. To achieve the
study’s objectives, a descriptive analytical approach was adopted. Robert Goodman's SDQ was
administered to a sample of (91) male and female students aged between (6 and 12 years old),
selected from public primary schools in Beni Saf (Ain Témouchent) and a private academy in

Oran.

Statistical processing of the data using (SPSS) revealed the following results: 62.6% of
the students fall within the normal range of mental health, while a significant 37.4% showed
indicators of difficulties in the borderline and abnormal ranges. The results also revealed
statistically significant differences in the "Conduct Problems™ subscale in favor of males,
whereas no significant differences were recorded due to the variables of age and educational
level. Furthermore, the study proved that the SDQ possesses strong psychometric properties in
the Algerian context (Cronbach's alpha reliability coefficient of 0.758), making it an effective

and reliable diagnostic tool for early screening in the school environment.

Keywords: Emotional Difficulties, Behavioral Difficulties, Relational Difficulties, Strengths
and Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ), School Mental Health, Primary School Students.
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