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Abstract

This thesis aims to study the transformations of cultural identity within
virtual communities, with a focus on users of social media platforms, especially
Facebook. The research stems from a central problematic concerning the
mechanisms through which cultural identity is formed in digital spaces and the

nature of the relationship between real-world and virtual identity.

The thesis i1s grounded in a theoretical framework that combines Network
Society theory (Castells) and Liquid Modernity theory (Bauman), seeking to
understand how identities and relationships are reconfigured in digital

environments that transcend traditional geographical boundaries.

Methodologically, the study adopts digital ethnography as its primary
approach, supported by descriptive-analytical and comparative methods. It
employs diverse data collection tools including participant observation on both
virtual and real levels, semi-structured interviews, and semiotic content analysis

of non-verbal symbols and signs.

The study sample consists of 15-20 active Facebook users, selected based
on specific criteria such as high activity levels, content diversity, and accessibility.
Notably, the research is not confined to a specific geographical area, in line with

the border-transcending nature of virtual communities.

The thesis strives to provide a deep understanding of how individuals express
their cultural belonging in digital spaces and to uncover the new dynamics
imposed by digitalization on the formation of cultural identity. It also proposes an
analytical model that contributes to the anthropological study of identity in virtual

communities from a contemporary perspective.

224



