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Abstract

This study aims to examine the reality of citizenship as reflected in
religious sermons, particularly Friday sermons, by exploring the extent to which
they embody citizenship values such as unity, belonging, participation, and
responsibility — from the perspective of the audience. It also seeks to reveal the
level of intellectual and social awareness of these values among worshippers and
how such awareness is reflected in their daily behaviors and practices.

Furthermore, the study addresses the challenges that Friday sermons face
in promoting citizenship values and how these challenges affect the sermons’
effectiveness and the audience’s responsiveness. The findings indicate the
existence of several factors that limit the sermons’ impact on enhancing civic
awareness, including social and cultural transformations, the influence of media
and communication, and the predominance of a traditional preaching style over
one that reinforces active citizenship values.

The study concludes that the effectiveness of religious sermons in
fostering citizenship values depends on their ability to address current social
issues in a realistic and renewed manner that takes into account cultural and
social changes, while instilling in individuals a sense of belonging,
responsibility, and participation in nation-building.

Key Words: Religious sermons, Friday sermon, citizenship, citizenship
values, unity, belonging, participation, responsibility.
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