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The child between the philosophy of reality and the philosophy of
virtuality (A psychological-philosophical approach)
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Abstract

The use of the Internet has become a necessity of daily life for children, to
the extent that they found it indispensable. Various social media platforms

have become an ideal space to express their needs and ideas that they

could not express in reality.

These platforms have given the child the opportunity to express their

philosophy of life as they seeit, not as society imposes it. This corresponds



with their behaviors and tendencies, achieving their being and uniqueness.

The aim of this study is to identify the child’s concerns and needs through
this digital space, as well as to understand his philosophical interpretation
of all life events and situations related to him through a psychological and

philosophical approach.

Keywords: identity, being, existence, self, reality, sites.
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Features of Philosophy in Piaget’s Theory of Cognitive Development
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Abstract
Philosophizing is a human phenomenon that distinguishes humans
from other creatures and beings. From the beginning of a child’s interaction,
interaction, and awareness of the environment in which he lives, he begins

to question and curiosity about the things, topics, and people around him in

order to know everything about him. This is the way for him to adapt to his
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reality. A child’s philosophizing is characterized by naivety and simplicity
at the beginning, but philosophizing takes another course with the child’s
mental growth and the development of his knowledge. Piaget's theory is
one of the most prominent theories in psychology that is concerned with
mental and cognitive development,and with researchinto the psychological
and social roots of knowledge formation, and the mental mechanisms and
physiological processes of knowledge growth in children, and it traces the
stages of mental and cognitive growth across the various stages of life. She
investigated the conditions for acquiring knowledge and perception, and
proved through observation and experimentation that children practice
philosophizing, and that the beginnings of philosophical thinking appear in

children while they are infants and at an early age.

Key words: Piaget - cognitive development - philosophy — child.
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A project to train children to philosophize and the problem of privacy

and universality
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Abstract

The problem we seek to address in this research paper is the extent to
which training children to philosophize is compatible or inconsistent with
local values. That is, should we take local cultural specificities into account
when such training, or might this conflict with universal philosophical
values? Accordingly, does training children to philosophize lead to greater

compatibility between the private and the public, or does it exacerbate the

crisis of identity and privacy?

Key words: Child Philosophy - Values - Privacy - Universality
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Abstract:

Childhood is the stage in which an individual begins the formative
process that ultimately leads to personal, social, and emotional maturity.
During childhood, a child starts building the foundations that influence
their future development, such as social interaction, understanding the
world around them, and learning problem-solving skills. Moreover, the
mental and emotional growth that occurs during this period forms the basis

upon which the individual can build to achieve maturity later in life.

Key words: Childhood, maturity, development, learning.
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Abstract

Since ancient times, philosophy has been closely linked to continuous
questioning about existence, knowledge, and values—qualities that are
clearly evident in the nature of the child from their early years. Socrates

(469—399 BCE) believed that philosophy does not begin with ready-made

knowledge, but rather with deep questioning and wonder about the world,
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which is a fundamental trait of childlike thinking.

Children naturally tend to ask philosophical questions: Why are we
here? What is the meaning of life and death? Where is God? How did | come
into existence? Why should we be honest? These questions mirror the
Socratic method of seeking truth through open dialogue and questioning
of assumptions. Just as Socrates encouraged his students to think through
exploratory questions, the child engages in an automatic philosophical
process when trying to understand the world around them without

accepting superficial answers.

Keywords: Philosophical child, philosophical thinking, Socratic
philosophy, childhood questioning, innate philosophy, dialogue,
knowledge.
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Abstract

If philosophy is the love of wisdom... then in the child’s imagination there
is thought, and in his wonder and amazement there is creativity. If curiosity

always aspires to exploration, he can inevitably find in his questions what

101



satisfies his thirst, and thus he can think of his own thinking. Philosophical
thinking has been revived by teaching children the techniques of
philosophical dialogue and communication, demonstrating their thinking
abilities, and training their skills through practicing various inferential
processes in the Socratic, dialogical, generative style, as was the case in the
flood of ancient Greece, the Agora. Teaching philosophy to children is a
new educational movement whose foundations were laid by the American
philosopher Gareth Matthew Lipman, through designing a basic program
for children’s philosophy that includes a group of philosophical stories
that were created with the intention of achieving educational goals. This
educational movementwas based on John Dewey’s definition of philosophy
as the general theory of education. The French writer Michel Dumontaine
says: «Since philosophy is the art that teaches us how to live, children need

to learn it as much as we need it at any age.» Why don't we teach them it?»

Key words: philosophical thinking, children, philosophy teaching

programs for children, knowledge.
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Abstract

Child education began to take its trues from with the achievements
of Friedrich Froebel(1782-1852) of the first time, when he established a
kindergarten for children during the 19 th country, froebl's innovative
approach highlighted the learning potential of consciousness and organized
activities, paving the way for further developments and the introduction of

methods sush as the introduction of philosophy during the 20th century.

It also influenced several educators and philosophers such as Marai
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Montessori and the American philosopher john Dewey(1859-1952) the
lather of whom is considered one of the most prominent philosophers in

the field of child education philosophy.

Which is considered an educational experience based on experience
and interaction especially between the child and the environment for him,
philosophy is what serves the major strategies of experience and though
it the goals are determined, it is also considered a tool for understanding

human life and interacting with it is a rational and critical manner.

Key words: John Dewey-philosophy of education- experience-

education — philosophy of child.
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Teaching Philosophy to Children: Between the Theses of Jean Piaget

and those of Gareth Matthews and Lipman
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Abstract

The paper addresses the possibility of practicing philosophy for children
between two opposing theses: Jean Piaget’s famous 1933 thesis, related to
the cognitive development of the child, which states that it is impossible

to teach philosophy to children before the age of 11 or 12, because most
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of them are incapable of philosophical thinking. Children at this age are
incapable of thinking about thinking, which is thinking beyond the level
required for philosophical thinking. In contrast, Gareth Matthews and
Lipman argue that philosophical thinking is manifested in the children
they study, providing examples of children aged five and six, through their
questions or questions posed to them, ranging from logic to metaphysics.
The second follows in the same footsteps, adopting a guided philosophical

narrative approach, relying on guided group discussion.

Keywords: Philosophizing for Children, Gareth Matthews, Piaget,
Teaching Philosophy to Children. Lipman, Matthews,
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Abstract

The subject of teaching philosophy is an educational stream, known
for its starting point in the United States of America with the experiences
of Matthew Lyman (1922-2010) and Gareth Matthews (2929-2011),
after which it moved to most countries of the world because it proved its
effectiveness and effectiveness. It relies on the method of its practice and the
mechanisms for presenting it in the form of stories and novels by following
the method of workshops. The process of teaching philosophy, which is
practiced by children at an early age according to programs based on
controversy and discussion, which last for a specific and gradual period of
time, and poses and discusses existential, religious, and life questions, does
not aim to teach them philosophy - as cognitive contents - but rather the
mechanisms of philosophizing, according to Kant's saying, “I do not teach

you the philosophy of philosophers, but rather I teach you to philosophize.”

Great attention must be paid to the world of children - it should
not be seen as a simple and naive world - as it represents the world of
imagination, innovation and exploration, and is capable of dealing with
the developments of the times and the future better. Children have the
necessary abilities, adequate preparations and qualifications necessary to
enter and engage naturally with adults in serious philosophical dialogues
and as partners in managing the discussion. From formulating questions
and building the argument, therefore, adults have no choice but to deepen

their curiosity and participation by establishing a cognitive relationship
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with them in philosophical thinking.

Our intervention aims to know the most important values that can be
achieved from this practice, which can be said to represent the foundations
of the project of building an effective future human being in society,
because children are the men of tomorrow and the builders of the future.
The values and rules of moral education include: communication and
dialogue, respect and acceptance of difference and coexistence, freedom
and the principles of democracy, citizenship and the principles of human

rights, independence and creativity.

Keywords:teaching philosophy, children’s philosophy, moral education.
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Abstract

This paper falls within a fundamental topic related to children’s
philosophy, specifically the philosophical question in children, its most
important mental and psychological characteristics, and its various

dimensions

There is no doubt that a child's practice of philosophizing and posing
philosophical questions is one of the child’s legitimate rights, which is

in harmony with his inquisitive nature that drives him to research and

181



understand all the phenomena surrounding him, and is also in harmony
with his vast and unlimited imagination and his desire to excel, assert

himself, and express his opinions freely.

Hence, our intervention comes within the framework of an ambitious
project to generalize the process of philosophizing, removing it from
its narrow framework that makes it the preserve of a limited segment
of society, the elite, and making it a broad process that encompasses all

members of human society, including children.

Key words: philosophical question, child, philosophizing, children’s
philosophy
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Abstract

Teaching philosophy to children has gained significant importance,
especially after Matthew Lipman introduced the Philosophy for Children
program in 1969. Adopted in over 60 countries, this calls for rethinking
the exclusion of children from philosophy. Our aim is to highlight its value
for children, the importance of respecting their questions, and to affirm
that philosophy fosters critical thinking, intellectual growth, and social

communication.
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Abstract

This paper aims to show the mostimportant points of difference between
those who supportand oppose theideaofachild beingayoungphilosopher,
coinciding with its monopolization by a certain group of people. Especially
in our Arab societies, where itis found in the advanced stages of education,
namely the secondary stage. This made there is a kind of gap between the

child and philosophy, while the reality and daily life prove the opposite,
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as the child proved that he can ask the creative philosophical question in
its existential, ethical and metaphysical aspect; therefore, based on this
contradiction between the child’s right or not to practice the philosophical
act, and the child’s excellence in asking the creative philosophical question,
we will discuss the existing philosophical debate about this question from

different philosophical perspectives.

Key words: Child, Philosophy, Philosophical Argumentation,
Philosophical Childhood, Philosophical Child.
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The impact of philosophy on the child’s mental development
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Abstract :

If philosophy, for adults, is the science that explores the truth of things as
they are, to the best of human ability, for children it represents wonder and
questioning. When children ask questions about topics surrounding us, we,
unable to answer them, scold them and silence them, claiming that these
questions are beyond their age or that there is no point in asking them. We
realize that we have frustrated the little philosopher within our children,
who could be the motivation and incentive for them to advance toward

genius in the future and quickly integrate into society.

Key words: philosophy; mental development; child; facts of things.
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The problem of philosophizing among children between cultural
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Abstract

This research paper addresses the problem of children’s philosophizing
between the cultural context and the cognitive content. In a new experience
inthe history of thoughtand philosophy, controversial questions wereraised
about “children’s philosophizing” and their ability to think philosophically
inthe longterm. Thisis what prompted specialists to turn towards new ideas

revolving around the educational curriculum for children and to determine
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the extent of their eligibility to practice philosophical thinking. Considering
that children have their own world of skepticism and quasi-philosophical
analysis through their questions Therefore, we will attempt to address the
issue of the problem of philosophizing among children through the cultural

context and cognitive content of this ambitious project.

Key words: Philosophy, child, cultural context, cognitive content.
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Abstract

Education constitutes the cornerstone of societal systems. It is the
primary guarantor that ensures the integrity of the community’s structure,
especially during the early stages of life, which encompasses a set of
processes that refine and prepare the child for the depths of discovery
and curiosity. In theirearly stages, afteracquiring the mothertongue of the
ircommunity, the childbegins to question the mselves based on amazement,

seeking answers and responses from those around them, questioning their
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knowledge in search of conviction regarding their own thoughts. Their
goal is far from producing knowledge. Can the act of philosophizingbe a
fundamental lesson in education directed at children, especially in light of
the transformations currently taking place in education alsystems? Can we

raise children philosophically?

Key words: Child - Language - Education - Philosophy — Questioning.
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Abstract

Teaching philosophical thinking to children has recently gained
significant attention, especially in developed countries, due to the
importance of preparing future generations. This interest has led to
continuous innovation in methods that promote critical thinking in early
education. The concept of “Philosophy for Children” (P4C), developed by
Matthew Lipman (1922—2010) and Ann Margaret Sharp (1942—-2010),
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aimsto integrate philosophicalinquiry into primary schools. Theirapproach
focuses on fostering dialogue, reasoning, and conceptual thinking. This
paper seeks to offer a methodological contribution by addressing practical
challenges in applying philosophical education. It suggests a new strategy:
programming the child’s subconscious to adopt philosophical thinking

from an early age..

Key words: Philosophy For Children, Critical thinking, Programming,

Unconscious, Analysis, communication.
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Formations of the mechanism of philosophical thinking in children’s

literature
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Abstract

The human mind does not rely on limited knowledge and the
fragmentation of science under the guise of scientific specificity. The school
of life requires recognition of cognitive overlap and acknowledges the
interconnectedness of sciences and their philosophy. Those who travel the

paths of knowledge and learning will grasp the meaning of each science
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and the philosophy that produced it. Philosophy is a philosophies of visions
that mimic the truth from different perspectives, but share a common
goal and purpose. Accordingly, truth is a single, fixed truth; the path to it
is the product of the human mind. Perhaps the differences in perceptions
and mental abilities reveal the multiplicity of approaches and visions

approaching the purpose and essence of truth.

The study concluded that approaching truth requires the application of
reason and the presence of logic, which shifts us from managing philosophy
to the intention of philosophizing. This demonstrates the power of intention

and the argument of reason in children’s literature.

Key words: Children’s literature, philosophy, reason, intention,

knowledge.
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Abstract

This paper seeks to explore the philosophical questions embedded
in children’s narrative literature, both traditional and educational. It is
grounded in the fundamental hypothesis that a child is not merely a
questioning being but is also capable of becoming a philosophizing entity
when placedinthe appropriate educational context. The story serves as one
of the most significantimaginative and pedagogical mediums in this regard,

as it has the power to stimulate a child's thinking, encourage reflection, and
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prompt essential questions about existence, identity, morality, and death.

Keywords:Philosophy-Children’s Literature- Storytelling- Philosophical

Education
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Abstract:

This study is a reading of the children’s book of philosophy an
introduction to the world's great thinkers and their big ideas. By Sarah
tomley and Marcus weeks, The book discusses a central problem: Can we
teach philosophy to children? How do we present it to them in proportion

to their mental age? Then how do we get philosophy out of that abstract
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view to the realistic one?

In this study, we try to answer the main problem and then show the
dimensions that the book tries to present to enlighten the child’s mind,

following a critical analytical approach.

Keys words: philosophy, child, question, intellectual, dimensions.
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Abstract:

This intervention seeks to approach the philosophical question as
it manifests in the consciousness of the child, conceived as a being who
engages with the world through an original sense of wonder and an innate
curiosity. The paper proceeds from a central hypothesis: the child does not
learn philosophy in the conventional sense, but rather embodies it in daily
practices through primordial questions that touch upon existential, ethical,

and epistemological issues.
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The intervention aims to deconstruct the structure of this childlike
inquiry and to trace its connection to the roots of philosophical thought,
by drawing on contributions from contemporary philosophers alongside
recent psychological and educational approaches. It ultimately defends the
view that childhood is not a pre-philosophical phase, but rather one of the

fundamental conditions of the very possibility of philosophy.

Key words: innate questioning; philosophical wonder; epistemic
curiosity; childhood and philosophy; children’s thinking; existential

questions
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The importance of philosophy in a child’s intellectual development
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Abstract

hilosophy plays a pivotal role in the intellectual growth of a child by
developing critical thinking skills and their ability to analyze and evaluate
information, as well as solve complex problems. It also contributes to
building a deeper understanding of abstract concepts and fostering
cognitive curiosity and a love of exploration in children. Achieving these
benefits requires providing a stimulating environment and an active
role for educators in guiding philosophical discussions and encouraging

questioning and exploration among children.

Key words: Philosophy; Intellectual Growth; Child; Critical Thinking;
Skills.
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Abstract :

The steady development of educational research that accompanied
sociological and anthropological developments has led to the emergence of
new fields and fields in the fields of education, which in turn led to the birth
of a special philosophy that cares and cares for the child from two angles:
the first relates to the pedagogy of childhood philosophy; the second is the
shift towards consolidating the act of philosophizing with the child. This
contemporary trend has been represented by some thinkers, philosophers
and researchers, the most important of which are the Americans Matthew
Lippman, Gareth Matthews and others. Perhaps this new philosophical
establishment is not the result of chance or epistemological stuffing, but
perhaps because of the importance of this age stage in preparing the human
being who is at the heart of every philosophy, no matter how fragmented
and fragmented its names are, especially in today’s constantly changing and
rapidly transforming world, as we have learned, where these educational
visions and new thought work to move the ordinary human being of society
to the superior human being of civilization, who is engaged in all kinds of

cognitive practices, including philosophical ones, which contribute to the
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human mental growth in this period and the transformation of his skills
towards future creativity that enables him to keep pace with the cognitive
developments taking place and keep pace with the remarkable decline in

betting on the one hand, and expected in what is expected in another.

Accordingly, this intervention will discuss — on the one hand — ways
to implement philosophy in the educational curricula of the child and the
possibility of activating it in the educational methods related to him, by
proposing simplistic ways of what is related to the philosophical content,
whether language, method or curriculum, especially its concepts that may
be difficult even for adults, let alone young people and juveniles. All this
in order to adapt this new type of contemporary pedagogy to what suits
the child’s mental abilities, and suits the requirements of his mental stage
and commensurate with them. On the other hand, the intervention focuses
on the extent to which philosophy is absorbed by childish thinking, which,
no matter how naive and empty it may seem of all serious and meditative
content, nevertheless carries epistemological connotations and ontological

depth with which every opportunity to be exhausted is dissipated.

Key words: child — creativity — philosophy — pedagogy - philosophizing.
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Developing children’s thinking through animated movies

olialy g aled! [l Aaala / Ghigis dliee .

O Ry ™
toadels

dl do¥! Azl doge Gileiw caige clopmtll 8T G dud oy ¥ Les
Bledl ogd 155 o 15I5Y (adlly 6,Sall gaidl Almya 3 1dl3 ¥ (! JLaLS
oo alyiue s Ll cloyms M i) J] cnzpell ads Lo ldag da
b lad Sy (§ davus Coluly gasmall ilally Hlaxdly wally Wsladll Cus
Bedys By ey il Q1 ¥ Bl g aadlly ¢Sally aall
(o oS 0583 Aaisg Jalall 85 55ln saghas (| B (JIalodl Buga iy Apagla
Jl b A5y Adgundy uaudd Aiwl b J dadoy Lo dlacy duuan slasdl @
I e ol &1 pesloll Baudad 2,360 daamlly @kl Ladll 2gas
B UYL Al wisially Byguall an Jalal] dasll chimill @liall goylivss Aind
$5a5 Sy Auailly 4,Sall 45,8139 diiwds Hia3 ol AluaS B9 ddlly Ldanlly
ASIA 51 ) Lag diya e &

Ageiad) ByLll Sl Jalall ool pmall M1 e Liad | o LedSCHH

Abstract

There is no doubt that animated movies are a cinematic genre primarily
aimed at children who are still in the stage of intellectual and philosophical
development and who have yet to grasp the complexities of life. This is
what motivated directors to produce animated movies that suit their level
in terms of culture, understanding, and narrative presentation in a simple

style. Such movies stimulate children’s mental and intellectual activity
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and serve as an effective method for education and entertainment. They
aim to develop the child’s skills and enhance their intelligence. Animated
movies also contribute to upgrading their psychological and cognitive
abilities, leading them to ask philosophical and curious questions. They
are essential for strengthening cognitive activity and cultural awareness.
Moreover, the philosophy underlying the topics presented in animated
movies for children is enriched with visual and auditory elements filled
with excitement, surprise, and suspense. This combination is sufficient
to enhance psychological resilience and intellectual memory, while also

strengthening children’s personalities and personal skills.

Key words: Animation movies, Child, Thought, Skill, Devlopment.
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Abstract

Deep thinking is within reach thanks to philosophy, which encourages
thinking about concepts from different perspectives and provides new
insights into the universe. As abstract as it may sound, teaching philosophy
to children can have a profoundly positive impact. Teaching childrento think
philosophically sows the seeds of critical thinking while filling their minds
with wonder and curiosity. This allows them to make informed decisions,

develop empathy, and gain a deeper understanding of themselves and
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others. In this intervention, we chose to shed light on the deep relationship
between philosophy and childhood, exploring the intellectual and mental
abilities that philosophy develops in children, while presenting some bright

experiences in some countries about teaching philosophy to children.

Key words :Philosophy - Childhood - Critical thinking - Curiosity —
Wonder
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Abstract

Children often resort to asking questions and inquiring about all that
surrounds them from the manifestations of existence and its preoccupations
and their daily reality, children seek to understand the truth and remove

the mystery that surrounds this existence, and this process is considered in
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children necessary and serious express the integrity of their minds, and the
depth of their thought in understanding existence and its secrets They seek
through this philosophical practice to explore themselves and their entity
and open up more to their world, and most of the children’s questions
related to the essence and dialectic of life and death, as well as the meaning
of Freedom and other existential questions that have haunted humanity
since ancient times, and children with their innocence are trying to find
convincing answers that enable them to overcome anxiety, surprise and
confusion about the manifestations of existence and its frequent questions,
and perhaps asking such questions by them helps to develop their cognitive
and cultural skills, and develop their natural curiosity and also helps them
to express their concerns and psychological concerns that bother them
and remove confusion and open up prospects for them to discover and
analyze so that this child is an effective element in society that contributes

to research and investigation.

Key words: Children, existence, questions, revelation, truth.
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Philosophizing among Arab children between theory and practice:
an analytical and critical study of the reality of possibility and
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Abstract

The project of teaching philosophy to children is one of the most
prominent projects currently under discussion, both in the West and the
Arabworld. This project stems from the importance of philosophy in general
and the potential of children in particular. The focus of our research paper
is to conduct a critical analytical study of the reality of raising an Arab child
capable of philosophizing and the possibility of teaching them to do so.

This study reveals the potential and difficulties that are virtually impossible
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if the underlying cause of the problem is not addressed. We have relied on

both the analytical and critical methods.

Key words: Philosophizing, Arab children, philosophical questions,

potential, difficulties.
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Abstract

Teaching philosophy to children is a new topic that has become a popular
topicin academic and media circles worldwide without exception. Learning
philosophy here means learning to think, the art of asking questions, and
proposing opinions freely and creatively, without fear or hesitation, in order

to engage children in philosophical activity and free thinking.

Accordingly, this research paper comes to shed light on the value
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of philosophizing for children from a primarily mental perspective, by
demonstrating its importance in forming and improving the critical
thinking abilities and skills of this age group. Is worth noting that many
countries, such as the United States, Brazil, Argentina, Japan, and others,
have recognized the necessity and importance of teaching philosophy to
children to achieve their intellectual development and enhance critical

thinking, which contributes to solving their problems.

Key words: Philosophy, critical thinking, importance, children, mental

development
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Abstract

This paper aims to demonstrate the beginnings of philosophical thinking
in children through existential questions they ask, seeking to understand
the world around them, such as how things exist, their purpose, and
questions about themselves. These questions represent the cornerstone
of any philosophical reflection. We find that the beginnings of Greek
philosophy can be considered a stage of childhood because it focused on
addressing questions about the origin of nature. Therefore, it can be said
that a child is a philosopher by nature, but needs development and an

appropriate environment to foster this. The child represents the potential

505



of a philosopher. It is essential for the family, society, and educational

institutions to work together to realize this potential.

Key words: Child — Philosophy - Inquiry — Existence
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Strategies for Teaching Philosophy to Children: Applied Models from
Global Experiences
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Abstract :

Philosophy for Children (P4C) is currently one of the most significant
research topics due toiits profound impactonachild’s physical and cognitive
development. This influence aims to shape children’s personalities and
equip them with essential critical thinking techniques, such as dialogue

and debate, while also introducing them to key concepts like freedom,
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democracy, and ethical values. Implementing this form of education
requires a well-structured plan, leading to various teaching strategies and
methodologies. The American philosopher Matthew Lipman pioneered this
approach by founding the Institute for the Advancement of Philosophy for
Children (IAPC). Subsequently, these techniques were further developed,
with specialized methods tailored to different age groups to suit children’s

developmental stages.

Key words: Philosophy for Children, Teaching Strategies, Critical
Thinking, Institute for the Advancement of Philosophy for Children.
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-Matthew Lipman, Thinking in Education, Cambridge unuversity press,
Eecond Edition,2003.

- Gokhan Gunes, L'effet des activités de philosophie pour enfants (P4C) sur

le développement de la perception morale et des régles sociales des enfants

d’age préscolaire; Journal de I'éducation de l'enfance et de la société 5(02)

;2024 .
-Jean Francois. W ; Les ateliers de philosophie AGSAS-LEVINE a l'école

maternelle ; Mémoire de Master ; Académie de Strasbourg; 2015.
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5 Les petits platons: est une maison d'édition francaise indépendante

publiquant des livres de philosophie pour enfants et adultes créée en 2009
par Jean -Paul et Morina Mongin.Wikidédia consulté le 11/05/2025.

6 Wikipédia. Consulté le 11/05/2025

7 Vidéo YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VMoluh9kDysg.
Consulté le 12/05/2025

8 https://philoenfant.org/. Consulté le 13/05/2025

9 Ibid.

10 Sasseville, M. (2009). La pratique de la philosophie avec les enfants.

Québec: Presses de I'Université Laval11
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2’ 2’ 7 2’ \ ’ . .
pas forcément la bonne réponse, c’est aux éléves d'exprimer leurs points de
vue, de les soutenir, d'écouter ceux de leurs pairs, de les évaluer, d'envisager
dautres possibilités, bref de réfléchir. Donc, nous devons enseigner la

philosophie aux enfants.

Nous comptons environ une cinquanté d’années, le programme de
I'enseignementdeIaphilosophiepourlesenfantsaétéintégrédansplusieurs
pays du monde, environ 70 (Sasseville, 2015)" . Depuis son apparition il y
a environ 50 ans, le programme de philosophie pour enfants a été intégré
dans le cursus scolaire de plus de 70 pays de tous les continents (Sasseville,
2015). Qui plus est, en 2016, 'UNESCO a lancé le projet Philojeunes qui
vise le développement de valeurs démocratiques et civiques, ainsi que la
pensée critique et créative, par le biais de |'introduction de la pratique de la
philosophie. En plus de ¢ca, 'UNESCO alancé un projet nommé Philojeunes
quiapourobjectifle développement des valeurs démocratiques et civiques,

etaide ainculquerla p”ensée critique créative.
Notes

1 Matthew Lipman : philosophe et pédagogue américain, disciple de John
Dewey.
2 https://www.google.com/search?q=I%27enfant+et+la+philosophie.

Consulté le 11/05/2025

3 Un philosophe et psychologue américain, une des figures majeures de
I'école philosophique américaine du pragmatisme fondée par Charles
Sanders Peirce et William James.

4 https://www.google.com/search?q=1%27enfant+et+la+philosophie.

Consulté le 11/05/2025
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classe de primaire et secondaire est d'éprouver une diversité de points de
vue pour que notre réflexion soit entrainée. Il faut habituer les jeunes a

croire en la pluralité de perspectives.

Il'y a de bonnes raisons de faire des dialogues philosophiques en classe,
ce qui concerne le cours et la compétence «(la compétence Réfléchir
sur des questions éthiques) permet également daborder des questions
philosophiques fondamentales concernant le sens de la vie, le bien-
étre, l'amitié, l'amour ou le bien et le mal »*, comme au primaire : « le
développement de la compétence Réfléchir de fagon critique sur des
réalités culturellesamene les éléves a [..] élaborer des réponses a des
questions de compréhension, a des questions philosophiques et a des

questions éthiques »°.

La seconde raison de faire des dialogues philosophiques est que la
philosophie est une discipline qui fournit un dialogue et la recherche
avec les jeunes, et que la philosophie traite des problémes auxquels nous
réfléchissons qui sont centraux a l'expérience, ce qui fait que tout le monde
est intéressé méme les enfants. Cet espace de reflexion, appelé des « oasis
de pensée » par Hannah Arendt, veut dire la création d'un temps ou les
participants, « les enfants », ont l'occasion de penser ensemble les enjeux
de la vie en société et 'existence en général. D'apres ce sens, ces « oasis »
nous servent de soutenir des outils d'émancipation, de reconnaissance et

de résonance, dapres ce qu'entend le philosophe allemand Hartmut Rosa.

Conclusion:
La philosophie est un contexte merveilleux pour l'échange d'une

pluralité de points de vue a discuter, a évaluer et a tester. L'adulte nayant
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s'interrogent sur le doute, la nature et le méchant. Les discussions sont trés
vives et se déroulent dans la joie dapprendre en échangeant avec d'autres

camarades et en souvrant aux autres et apprenant a respecter leurs idées.

-~

2- Lequoi.

Les enfants tant au primaire quau secondaire, d'apres les spécialistes
de cette ambition, I'enseignement de la philosophie a pour objectif de
développer leur réflexion qui passe par le dialogue en commencant par
explorerlesréalités culturelles pour ensuite examiner les réalités culturelles.
Au secondaire, nous acquérons «la réflexion de fagon critique sur des
réalités culturelles» et puis nous aurons des enfants et des adolescents

avec la compétence «réfléchir sur des questions éthiques ».

Et, le dialogue passe par le dialogue, qui n'est pas seulement une simple
discussion ou un débat. Parce que dans un dialogue, nous cherchons a
atteindre un but commun, comme résoudre un conflit, répondre a une
question, bref on cherche a résoudre un probléme quinous prive daller loin.
Dans chaque dialogue, les enfants pratiquent la recherche, en échangeant
des opinions, et lorsque quelqu’un est parmi les partcipants, il doit accepter

la possibilité d'étre changé par l'autre. L'une des composantes visées a la
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La philosophie est importante pour les enfants car elle aide les enfants
«aexpolorer les idées du bien et du mal, du bon et du mauvais 4, pour que

les enfants, comprénent I'importance de réfléchir a de telles choses.

1- Le comment
Le comment désigne des outils et techniques utilisables pour accomplir

cette mission d'enseignement des enfants. Ci-dessous :

Les Petits Platons’: cette maison d'édition s'est chargée de publier
des livres de philosophie pour les enfants. Le lancement des premiers
ouvrages était en mars 2010, un nombre de 33 titres ont été publiés dans la
collection « éponyme » destinée aux enfants et adolescents. Leurs auteures
sont des philosophes de métier, les albums abordent sous la forme de
fictions d'une soixantaine de pages la vie et I'ceuvre des grandes figures de
la pensée. Les illustrations font I'objet d'une recherche approfondie, afin de
créer une adéquation entre narration et univers graphique. La presse a tres
largement salué l'initiative dés la parution des premiers ouvrages®, ce qui a
encouragé ce projet denseignement pour les enfants comme étres humains

dépendants ayant besoin de soin et d'attention.

Ateliers philo des Petits Platons: la maison propose des ateliers
au profit des initiations a la philosophie pour enfants et adolescents. Ce
travail des ateliers a été filmé et difusé pour beaucoup de reprises par des

, . . 7
émissions Les Maternelles sur France 5.

Nous retenons qu'il n'y a pas d'age pour philosopher, les enfants de 5
ans peuvent suivre des cours de philosophie. Actuellement, les plus jeunes

peuvent réfléchir sur des notions: la notion de jeu, par contre les autres
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Introduction

Dans notre communication, nous allons nous concentré sur les effets
de l'enseignement de la philosophie pour les enfants. Malgré que les
philosophes et pédagogues insistent sur cette mission humanitaire :
enseigner de la philosophie aux enfants, il y a beaucoup de questions qui
génerent sur le comment ? Le quoi ? Le pourquoi ? Et qui ont besoin d'étre

répondus.

Parmi les précurseurs des recherches sur la philosophie avec les enfants,

- Matthew Lipman (1923-2010)", était un disciple de John Dewey. Ce
dernier, parmi les fondateurs du pragmatisme, défend une philosophie
émancipatrice, au service de la démocratie et ancrée dans le réel. « Son
idée est de créer dans les classes avec de trés jeunes enfants ce qu'il
appelle des écomunautés de recherche de philosophie *» (CRP) qui
seraient une mise en acte de cette conception de la démocratie.

- John Dewey *(1859-1952): qui récuse une vision techniciste de la
démocratie (comme seul mécanisme formel) et la considére plutdt
comme un mode de vie; comme un ensemble dynamique d’habilités
et d’habitudes a se conduire, a se parler et a délibérer les uns avec les
autres, ce qui veut dire enseigner aux enfants des bons comportements,
«l'importance de réfeléchir », de fagon a ce qu'ils sachent différencier

entre ce qui est bon et ce qui est mal.

534



Le fait de faire de la philosophie aux enfants

Teaching philosophy to children

Pr. Khaouni Diffalah / Université Md Boudiaf M'sila
D. Imane Guaroui / Université Md Boudiaf M'sila

OO OO OO0

Résumeé

Depuis plus de cinquante ans, la pratique de la philosophie avec les
enfants se développe partout dans le monde.Elle développe lesprit
critique, cultive la pensée complexe. Cette pratique de la philosophie
valorise le dialogue et l'acceptation éclairée des divergences en exigeant
un travail intellectuel rigoureux. En ce sens, elle participe pleinement
aux missions politiques de I'école et peut contribuer a la formation de
citoyens et citoyennes éclairés. D'apres les philosophes et les pédagogues.
La philosophie est issentielle pour 'homme, notamment les enfants, avec
beaucoup d'avantages qui se dégeneérent de temps en temps. Pourquoi il

est essentiel de faire de la philosophie avec les enfants ?

Les mots clés: l'enfant, la philosophie, la démocratie, formation,
développement.
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