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Study Summary:

Our study focused on the topic of "Imitation and Attention in children
with Down syndrome and children with autism spectrum disorder
(ASD)". To achieve this, a sample of four children was selected: two
with Down syndrome and two with ASD, all with approximately similar
mental ages, ranging from 7 to 13 years old. The assessment tools
included "Raven’s Coloured Progressive Matrices'(Raven,1956), along
with standardized imitation and attention tests (nasr,2002). A descriptive
methodology was adopted, using a case study approach to allow for an

in—depth analysis of each participant’s performance.

The results revealed that both children with Down syndrome and
those with ASD experience difficulties in imitation and attention. The
imitation difficulties observed in the children with Down Syndrome were
primarily attributed to deficits in sensorimotor processing and generally
reduced cognitive abilities. In contrast, the imitation difficulties in
children with Autism Spectrum Disorder were more closely related to a
lack of motivation for social interaction and impairments in
communication skills. Regarding attention, the challenges faced by
children with Down Syndrome were mainly linked to deficits in selective
and auditory attention. However, children with Autism Spectrum
Disorder exhibited more severe and broader attention deficits,
particularly in selective attention, joint attention, and both visual and
auditory attention. Overall, the performance of the children with Down

d



Syndrome was comparatively better than that of their peers with ASD in

both imitation and attention tasks.

This study wunderscores the importance of designing early
intervention programs that take into account the fundamental
differences between children, while also considering the linguistic and
social context in which the child is developing. It highlights the need to
direct imitation and attention skills toward their communicative and
cognitive functions, rather than focusing solely on motor performance.
The findings further emphasize the necessity for in—depth research that
integrates linguistic, cognitive, and social dimensions to better
understand developmental differences, thereby contributing to the

development of more effective and specialized educational strategies.
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alai b daalad 5K i) il (3gls ) dalat laai B gy ¢Jakall
CiSad) Alghll dlaye DA aslidl sluy celan¥l cblgally cdall
(Greene—-Havas,Wagner,Yocom,2008)

saill pasal) CUsSal e 35wl @hlge o ) stheas Ll S
& Gage D50 aali Cun (5)S0all Agilal) dlsje b e lanl)y (Soludly yeal
fas o endl o SV Clgiad) ol yedlly elan¥) sall Sl gl
3adg claly () Sl Clsally ansl) uled Ak ¢ J5Y) o)l Jia ¢ Jilall
Jiall e 5l skt pe Luald capal Aijeal ol b dasla dlaje 2 138
Gl el anly lhay ) B3 ag coam Loy Gualall e (B il
(572022022 ilaad) . Aalll CluSlg (sha )l il

-37-



g 2l) Juaidl

thmal) galll B A Aiaa) -

(Jall) s ) saill G daalll) BSN Ge sl e gyl a4
Ljlie cAaspug Allad diyyhay Shlgall Ll alial) Ciladial 4l =@ Gus
il DA e il aalivn 3. laasy ) Lpadll e 3G bl
) ae 0aY) delis 3] aiaalie DA (e cladlly dgladll cilgha (ias
(Tomasello, 1999).4g.lie aflsa (A& LSl el 5lSlas o5 cAdaiaal)
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