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Abstract

Algeria is witnessing a significant rise in celibacy rates due to the interplay of
various economic, social, psychological, educational, and demographic factors.
Fragile economic conditions—such as unemployment, high dowries, and the
housing crisis—are among the main obstacles preventing young people from
getting married, as marriage is increasingly viewed as a financial project
requiring substantial resources. Data from the National Office of Statistics
(ONS) indicate a rise in the average age at marriage and delays in family
formation, further reinforcing this trend. Additionally, social and cultural
transformations have reshaped how young people perceive the institution of
marriage, with values such as independence and self-fulfillment now taking
precedence over formal union. Exaggerated social customs—such as lavish
weddings and excessive family demands—also place a heavy burden on those
wishing to marry. Psychologically, fear of relationship failure or divorce, along
with repeated negative romantic experiences, has led to hesitation and anxiety
about marriage, particularly in a society that often holds harsh views toward
unmarried individuals. On the educational and professional front, the rise in
educational attainment—especially among women—and the pursuit of career
stability have significantly contributed to the postponement of marriage.
Moreover, key demographic factors, such as gender imbalances in marriageable
age groups, the rising average age at marriage as reported by ONS, and the
Impact of internal and external migration, have made celibacy a complex social
phenomenon that reflects the profound transformations underway in Algerian
society.

Keywords: Celibacy- Algerian youth -Unemployment -Housing crisis - High
dowry costs -Independence -Social transformations- Marriage delay - Gender
imbalance
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