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Abstract:

Freedom is considred one of the fundamental consepts and among
the main issues raised within political philosophy. Within the
framework of the social contract theory, which aimed at
establishing the state and justifying authority, various perspectives
on freedom have merged. Thomas Hobbes and Jean-Jacques
Rousseau two contrasting models in this context, based on
theirunderstanding of the devlopment of civil society from the state
nature to the civil state. The goal of this study is to explore the
possibility of establishing a state of freedom within the philosophy

of the social contract by comparing the ideas of Hobbes and
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Rousseau, whether through the foundation of absolute rule or the

general will.

Keywordz : Freedom, Social contract, State of Nature, Civil State,

Absolute Rule, General will.
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