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Abstract: The study of our subject (The symbolism of the sanctuary of Sidi EI Houari - An
anthropological approach to the city of Oran) allows us to affirm that the sanctuary of Sidi
El Houari is a symbol of the city of Oran and its popular heritage. It also has symbolic
dimensions combining the religious, the spiritual, the historical and the cultural, in addition
to the identity dimension of the city of Oran. The anthropological approach that we carried
out allowed us to conclude that the sanctuary of Sidi ElI Houari occupies a prestigious place
within the Oran society, because it is considered the patron saint of the city. This research
also brought to light the popular beliefs linked to the sanctuary of Sidi EI Houari, that is to
say the perceptions, ideas and popular stories linked to the character of the virtuous saint.
We also highlighted the most important and varied ritual practices practiced by visitors to
the shrine, which reflect the spiritual relationship between humans and the sacred through
sacrifices offered to achieve a goal, such as seeking protection or psychological healing.
The shrine of Sidi ElI Houari also contributes to building social bonds and strengthening

relationships among those who frequent it.

Keywords shrines, practices, rituals, space, visitation, sacred, symbolism



