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The Jewish Question in Contemporary Arab Thought — Al-Faruqi and Al-Messiri as Models

Abstract

The scope of the Jewish Question in this study expands to encompass all aspects related to Jewish
phenomena in their religious, historical, intellectual, and epistemological dimensions. It addresses these
issues within the framework of contemporary Arab thought by examining the intellectual and
methodological efforts of Ismail Raji Al-Farugi and Abdel Wahab Al-Messiri. Both are considered among
the most prominent Arab figures who contributed to shaping the features of an Arab school concerned with
the Jewish Question in its various manifestations and multiple dimensions.

As the Arab nation today grapples with the gravest consequences of the Jewish Question, namely the
Zionist phenomenon, with its occupation of land and usurpation of Arab and Islamic rights, it has become
imperative to give greater attention to the field of Jewish and Zionist studies. This requires adopting
epistemological models characterized by a high degree of methodological rigor and scientific integrity,
steering away from reductionist, propagandistic, and emotional approaches. In this regard, the intellectual
and scholarly legacy of Al-Farugi, with his profound intellectual depth and innovative scholarly
contributions, and Al-Messiri, with his groundbreaking and insightful analytical models, provide a valuable
foundation for such efforts.

This humble work aims to shed light on significant aspects of these luminous efforts and to explore the
methodological approaches and scientific tools employed in studying the Jewish Question within the context
of contemporary Arab thought. It seeks to highlight the comprehensive body of Arab scholarship, both past
and present, on the Jewish Question, with a particular focus on the exceptional contributions of Al-Faruqi
and Al-Messiri in this domain.

Keywords: Jewish Question, Al-Farugi, Al-Messiri, Meta-Religion , Analytical Models, Zionism,
Holy Book, Israel, Hebrews, Sacred Texts, Anti-Semitism.
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