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Abstract:

The city of Mazouna is characterized by a mountainous location that imposes a
range of natural constraints such as slopes and rugged terrain, which have contributed
to shaping the pattern of urban expansion and controlling its development. These
topographical and climatic characteristics, particularly rainfall, have influenced the
organization of the urban fabric of the city and limited its uncontrolled expansion. This
geographical context has had a clear impact on the population distribution, where the
individual housing pattern prevails at a rate of approximately 80%, in line with the
uneven nature of the area. Despite these challenges, the availability of road networks
and basic facilities has contributed to forming a relatively cohesive urban fabric that
responds to the needs of the population and reflects a certain degree of organization

within the limited mountainous space.

On the other hand, the city is facing increasing difficulties related to land tenure,
as the dominance of private ownership has led to a scarcity of land suitable for
expansion, creating pressure on urban development projects and increasing the
dispersion of urban sprawl. This situation has reached a saturation point in some areas,
pushing future expansion towards the western side, which represents the only

remaining outlet.

In this context, the phenomenon of urban violations has become clearly evident
and now constitutes one of the major challenges facing urban management in
Mazouna. These violations vary between construction without permits, encroachment
on public property, and building outside the scope of planning tools. Their causes are
attributed to weak field supervision, complex administrative procedures, and a lack of
awareness among segments of the population. Official statistics have revealed a rise

in this phenomenon in recent years, contributing to the creation of a chaotic urban



environment that is difficult. To control and negatively affecting the city’s aesthetics
and organization. To address this situation, efforts have focused on mechanisms to
combat urban violations by enhancing urban monitoring, activating the role of the bodies
responsible for planning and construction, improving coordination among them, and
providing qualified human resources capable of facing field challenges. Special
attention has also been given to the legal regularization of non—compliant buildings,
based on Law (08-15, which allows the integration of these buildings into the official
urban fabric according to safety standards and compliance with planning tools.
Adopting a dual approach, based on deterrence on one hand and regularization on the
other, is considered a necessary option to ensure respect for planning regulations and
to achieve balanced urban development that aligns with the social and demographic

transformations the city is experiencing.

Keywords: City of Mazouna, urban land, urban expansion, urban violations, planning

tools, legal regularization.
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