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Abstrac

The topic of the thesis "Religious Tolerance in the Islamic West during the
9th-10th Hijri Centuries corresponding to the 15th-16th Century AD" is divided
into two main sections, each comprising three chapters. In the first section, the
initial chapter introduces the Islamic West and defines its geographical scope,
discusses the social groups present, and explores the political diversity and
religious components known at the time. The second chapter focuses on the
concept of tolerance, its emergence, and its scopes. The third chapter deals
with tolerance in the Abrahamic religions, starting with Judaism, then
Christianity, and finally, tolerance in Islam.

The second section contains three chapters. The first discusses the ethnic
and social diversity, sectarian and doctrinal plurality, and the Sufi movement in
the Islamic West, along with the spread of the Maliki school of thought in the
region. The second chapter addresses interfaith marriages between Muslims
and dhimmis (non-Muslims living in Muslim lands under certain protections),
the appointment of dhimmis to high positions such as in politics, judiciary, and
medicine, and also covers celebrations of festivals and public relations
between Muslims and dhimmis. The third chapter illustrates the impact of
religious tolerance across various aspects of life including social, economic,
cultural, scientific, and religious fields.

In conclusion, the thesis highlights a number of findings, the most prominent
being that achieving religious tolerance is a relative matter. The presence of
tolerance in the Islamic West is attributed to the coexistence achieved among
the different social and religious components during the Islamic period in
general, and particularly in the period studied.
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