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Master thesis title: The Urban Structure of the Belgaid
Neighborhood in the Oran Agglomeration

Formation and Organization Mechanisms

Summary

This thesis analyzes the urban structure of the Belgaid neighborhood in the city
of Oran, considering it one of the most significant areas of recent urban
expansion in the eastern part of the city. In recent decades, the neighborhood
has undergone rapid urban and demographic transformations, evolving from a
rural-style district into a fully-fledged urban hub. The study aimed to understand
the stages of the neighborhood’s formation and the factors governing its growth,
while highlighting the impact of the urban structure on the localization of urban

functions and its performance within the Oran metropolitan area.

The study showed that the development of the Belgaid neighborhood began
with a phase of spontaneous settlement in the form of a village, where the
features of urban formation began to emerge through the appearance of the
first organized residential clusters, followed by a phase of notable horizontal
urban expansion resulting from the proliferation of housing cooperatives and
subdivisions, leading to a phase of vertical urban densification and urban
integration within the Oran metropolitan area, characterized by the completion
of major housing projects, the university hub, and various sports and service
facilities. This development was accompanied by significant population growth,
making the neighborhood one of the most attractive areas for residents within

the Oran metropolitan area.




It is evident that the urban structure was influenced by the region’s topography,
agricultural lands, and a major road network extending in a linear fashion, which
shaped its urban landscape and integrated it into the broader urban fabric of the
Oran metropolitan area; it also defined the neighborhood’s directions of urban
expansion and facilitated its connectivity from multiple directions. In addition,
educational, sports, and administrative facilities have played a pivotal role in

structuring the area and enhancing its residential and functional appeal.

The study also highlighted that the Belgaid neighborhood is experiencing
increasing functional diversity, combining residential, university, service, and
commercial functions, making it an emerging urban center within the Oran
metropolitan area. Despite this notable urban development, variations in
residential and population densities have resulted in functional disparities,
undefined urban voids, and the intermingling of urban units that were not

completed simultaneously.
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